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ROBERT E. LEE
At the temporary Club House, lecture by Alain Sanders: “Robert E. Lee”.
Considered as one of the best strategists of the United States Army, Robert E.
Lee was appointed - the position was proposed to him - to lead the unionist forces during the
Civil War. His unfailing loyalty to Virginia and his ancestors made him choose to take
command of the Confederate forces of the South. He thus passed to posterity as the symbolic
hero of what the Southerners of yesterday and today call “the Cause”. The speaker will draw the
portrait of a man who never solicited any political mandate and who did not approve of slavery
as a “moral and political evil” institution. The only figure in the history of the United States
capable of counterbalancing the questionable Abraham Lincoln was the incarnation of the
Southern gentleman, in line with the Horsemen of Charles I opposed to the Round Heads of
dictator Cromwell. He was a Christian soldier, but not a Puritan. After defeat, he returned to
civil life and contributed, without ever denying anything, to the difficult reconciliation of the
Northern Yankee and Dixieland. The popularity of Lee, nicknamed “the marble man”, was
never denied despite the destiny of life, and even increased after his disappearance, reaching and
surpassing the “border” between North and South, the famous Mason-Dixon Line.
Saturday March 11, 2017 at 3 PM

IUKA AND CORINTH, MISSISSIPPI - 1862
At the temporary Club House, lecture by Jean-Claude Janssens: “Iuka and
Corinth, Mississippi - Fall of 1862 - A useless and bloody campaign”. At the
end of the summer of 1862, General Braxton Bragg moved the majority of his
Confederate Army of Mississippi from Tupelo, Mississippi, to Chattanooga
in Tennessee. He prepared to invade Kentucky, leaving behind part of his
forces. The Confederates stationed south of Corinth were commanded by two
generals, both as colorful as mediocre: the amateur Sterling Price and the
professional Earl Van Dorn. On September 19, Price was defeated at Iuka by
General William Rosecrans and on the 28, he joined his superior Van Dorn at
Ripley. On October 3 and 4, they both attacked Corinth. The determined Rosecrans awaited
them firmly and inflicted a resounding defeat on the Southerners. The next day, the rebels
nearly saw their retreat cut off at Hatchie Bridge. What remained of their forces barely managed
to reach Holly Springs. In December 1862, Van Dorn’s army was dissolved. Jean-Claude will
review the personality of the three main antagonists and attempt to depict this deplorable
campaign with the support of period maps and photographs.

