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Saturday March 13, 2010 at 3 PM    
 
 
 
 
At the CHAB Club House, conference by Daniel Frankignoul: "The Great 

Seal of the Confederacy". At the end of May 1863, the Confederate Congress instructed 
Secretary of State Judah P. Benjamin to have a great seal made for the Confederacy. The silver 
seal was engraved by the internationally renowned firm of Joseph Wyon and entrusted to Lt. 
Robert Chapman of the Confederate Navy. He left Liverpool for Halifax and arrived in 
Bermuda in July 1864. Chapman succeeded in running the Union blockade via Wilmington, 
North Carolina, and finally reached Richmond in September 1864. However, he did not succeed 
in bringing with him the press and the accessories necessary to operate it. These remained in St. 
George, the former capital of Bermuda. After the fall of Richmond in April 1865, the great seal 
disappeared and seemed lost forever. Our lecturer will recount the thrilling saga that led to its 
discovery and how the Confederate Museum in Richmond finally ended up being its depositary 
in 1912. Daniel will also track down the whereabouts of the Victorian press left in Bermuda, 
which also disappeared. During his investigations, he even discovered a museum dedicated to 
Confederate blockade runners in St. George. It was always believed that the great seal, which 
reached Richmond a few months before the end of the war, deprived of its accessories, had 
never been officially used. In September 1979, our lecturer came across some unique documents 
signed by Judah P. Benjamin and James a. Seddon, dated February 3, 1865, one of them bearing 
the imprint of the great seal of the Confederacy. A second document proving its use was 
discovered more recently, in 1995, in the National Archives. 
 
 

Saturday April 17,  2010 at 3 PM  �   CHANGE OF DATE!!!  
 
 
 
 
At the CHAB Club House, projection in French of the second part of the 
documentary fresco “The American Civil War” produced by Ken Burns in 

1989. The second part of this historic odyssey will lead us through the year 1862. On 9 March, 
at Hampton Roads, Virginia, the clash between the ironclads Monitor and Virginia marked a 
turning point in naval warfare. After this engagement which saw the victory of neither side, the 
war at sea would no longer be as before. Two days later, due to his hesitations and lack of pro-
activeness, McClellan fell in disgrace and President Lincoln withdrew his command. In early 
April, the armies of Grant and Johnson fought at Shiloh in Tennessee. This bloody battle had 
however no strategic consequences. Two weeks later, the fleet of Admiral Farragut threw 
anchor in the estuary of the Mississippi. Ben Butler’s troops set foot ashore and captured New 
Orleans...  
 

The projection lasts 2h15 min. and will begin at 3. 15 PM sharp!!!  
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Saturday May 8, 2010 at 10 AM   
 
 
 
 
 

Visit to the arms Museum of Liège. Rendezvous at 10 am sharp in Liège, at 
8, Quai de Maastricht. The day will begin with a presentation by our friend 

and member, Professor Francis Balace, on the arms used during the American Civil War and 
their implications with Belgium. At noon, lunch in a restaurant yet to be determined. In the 
afternoon, visit of the museum and its dependencies. Those who wish to take part in this 
excursion are invited to contact Hubert Leroy, either by tel. at 02-6331506 or by e-mail at 
hb.leroy@skynet.be before April 30, 2010. Additional information will be posted on our 
Internet website as soon as possible. 
 
 

Saturday June 12, 2010 at 7 PM  
 
 
 
 
The annual CHAB barbecue will take place in the garden of our President’s 
and his wife’s house. Price of the meal: 20 €, drinks excluded. Welcome 

cocktail on the house. Covered seating in case of rain. Please make reservations by calling 
Daniel Frankignoul at 02-7628280 or send him an e-mail at daniel.frankignoul@telenet.be 
before May 31, 2010. More information will be posted on our Internet site as soon as possible. 
 
 

Saturday September 11, 2010 at 3 PM  
 
 
 
 
At the Club House, conference by Jean-Claude Janssens: “The Battle of 
Mobile Bay, August 5, 1864". After the fall of New Orleans in 1862 and the 

loss of the control of the Mississippi River in 1863, only one port on the Gulf of Mexico 
remained in the hands of the Confederates: Mobile in Alabama. This situation cannot last. After 
several months of preparation, Farragut’s Union squadron forced its way through the fire of the 
defending rebel forts, entered Mobile Bay and annihilated Buchanan’s Southern flotilla on 
August 5, 1864. The Confederation now must permanently do without the services of the 
blockade runners in the bay and in the harbor of Mobile. The city itself only fell into the hands 
of the Union on April 12, 1865. With the aid of period maps, documents and photographs, Jean-
Claude will elaborate on the above event, which was unique in its kind.  
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“The effects of the cessation of exchange 
of prisoners during the Civil War” 

 

By Donald R. Pierce, Major USA 
 


