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BURNSIDE’S NORTH CAROLINA EXPEDITION
Lecture by Gerald Hawkins: Burnside’s North Carolina expedition of 1862.
At the start of the Civil War, the American navy seized Hatteras Inlet, a channel
allowing the passage through the Outer Banks of North Carolina – a string of islands facing the
Atlantic Ocean – to deprive the State of sanctuaries for blockade runners and southern privateers.
A larger expedition followed in February 1862, led by General Ambrose Burnside. With the
support of some twenty gunboats, Union troops entered the North Carolina sounds through
Hatteras Inlet and invaded the weakly defended Roanoke Island. Events followed swiftly. The
Confederate Mosquito Fleet was cut to pieces at Elizabeth City, then New Bern fell after a pitched
battle. The cities bordering the sounds suffered the same fate. Finally, after a brief siege, Fort
Macon surrendered. In less than five months, General Burnside had taken control of eastern North
Carolina, which would remain in Union hands until the end of the war.
Saturday 11 March 2023 at 3 pm

GUSTAVE CLUSERET (1823-1900)
Lecture by Farid Ameur: Gustave Cluseret (1823-1900), a French mercenary
on the Union payroll. Since the spring of 1861, French individuals, seeking
adventure or seduced by an ideological cause to defend, did not hesitate to cross the Atlantic
Ocean to offer their sword to one of the belligerents. Among them was Gustave Cluseret, an
experienced soldier of fortune, full of panache and brave to the point of recklessness. Veteran of
the Algerian and Crimean campaigns, and of the war in Italy, this close friend of the Republican
Party with a tough character, intended to become the new Lafayette in the United States and cover
himself with glory to satisfy his ambition. But his dream did not come true. During the conflict,
despite his undeniable qualities and courage on the battlefield, he led a controversial career as an
officer to the point of attracting the wrath of the main political leaders. He was considered an
intriguer and a born conspirator, who constantly tried to take advantage of events and manipulate
his interlocutors – a colorful and fascinating character, in line with the popular mercenary tradition
of the 19th century.
Saturday 8 April 2023 at 3 pm

THE KNOXVILLE CAMPAIGN
Lecture by Jean-Claude Janssens: The Knoxville campaign or the setback of
James Longstreet (September 3 - December 4, 1863). Already in April 1863,
General Pete Longstreet had failed to capture Suffolk in Virginia. After the Pennsylvania
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campaign of 1863, Longstreet and part of the 1st Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia were
rushed to Tennessee, where the situation was becoming precarious for the Confederates. They
participated at the Battle of Chickamauga and at the beginning of the siege of Chattanooga. On
November 17, 1863, they besieged Knoxville in East Tennessee, which had been in Union hands
since September 3. The siege was poorly conducted and on November 29, culminated in a
resounding setback at Fort Sanders. On December 4, Longstreet had to retire. He held on with
difficulty in Tennessee during the winter of 1863-64 and did not reach Virginia until the spring
of 1864. An excellent tactician, Longstreet did not, however, shine at the head of independent
commands. Siege warfare was clearly not his specialty.

